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ATIS GRQ ADYON
APO 500, ¢/o Festmastor
San Franeisco, Califormia

30 November 19155
CONFIDBNTIAL | |

Colenel ¥W. L. BALNS
Op-1678, Room h62%

Favy Departasent Building
Washington, D. €.

Dear Sir:

In order to dring you up} te date on the happenings of the pass few
days, I beg to submit the following for your censideration.

The six non-language officers from JICPOA have arrived and are Deing
briefed for the duties which will be assiganed them under the WDC Advance Eehelon
Plan. The group includes officers who have had specialized technical experience
in connsction with Sonar equipment, Elestronics, Ships and Aircraft. The last
named field is represented by a Lt. Comdr. Rand, USN, who has Deen & combdat
pilet. Jest wvhy a mas of his background was assigned to this Quty is & bit hard
to figare out, dut he soens very interested in the assignaent and has already
established contacts with the Naval Technical Air peopls in the theater with a
view to making sars that documentary maserials which they bhave acquired will
ulsinately e banded te WIC for evecustion to the USA; in addision, bhis higher
rapk will be an asset to the Navy composent. In a Lt. Putaam, who has bhad
JICPOA experisnce, we have a suitadble sxesutive officer who will be in a pesition '
to tie our activities in closely with those of NavTechJap and whe is well
qualified from an imtelligence point of viev. The other four are excellent typs
personmel vwho will play an important part in seelng that the whole operation
1v as effective as is possitle under the sircumsiances. i

‘ . In ecomneetion with this latter point, some interesting developments
have taken place. Tou will recall that, ai the ousset, the WDC Adv. Xch. was
té be the means by which thers was to be & rapid evacuation of documents %o
Washington so that the material might, as 3002 as possible, be availadle for
research work there. MNoresver, it was the concensus of opialen that theater
requirements would bde determined on the tasis of materials xneeded for security
and eont®ol only, and that other documents, for the most part at least, would
be immediately availadble for ¥Washington purposes. It was om this basis Shats !
started to arrange $o precess Naval documents at the varicus Japanese Naval
establishments, and, as you know, sizeable quantities of material have already
been forwarded from Yokosuka and the adjacent Nawval Alr Teshnical Arsenal.
In addition, Sogether with Army personnel, one of our langusge officers had
worked on the selection of a large quantity of documents from Kokubunji, the site
of ene of ihe Japaness Arxy's largs research establishments., This latter material
had been taken %0 the wharf at Yokesuka and was abous 50 be loaded on a vessel,
when we were advised that the whole 10t had to be drought back to a suitadle
location in Tokyo where it was to be held at the dispesal of an Army Ordmance
Ressarch officer who was sxpected to arrive from the War Department. %This action
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then constituted the motivating force for a directive which now obliges us

to publish detalled shipping advices, disseminate them here in the theater,
hold the documents here in Yokyo for two wesks, in such a ssate that any
interested agency or staff section could ook as any or sll of them with a viev
to retaining them ir the theatre for study or research if desired. Then, after
theater clearance has thus Deea assured, they may be relsased for shipment.

In some esses, the documents may ds held available at or adjacent to the site
vhere they were ssisged, btut in view of practical 4ifficulties, it is felt that
this will prebally require as much simes, befors the shipment is starsed on its
wvay, as if it were forwarded hoxjc to Tokys in the first instancs.

In viev of the foregoing it is obvicus that the whole process of
document evacuation will De very consideradly slowed down. In addition, since
we will be performing a semi-library function hers, thers will de inevitadle
inereases in clerdical activity, physical handling of the material, and of course,
smployment of language personnel for purposes other than the simple selscsion
and evaluation incident 0 evacuation. This is a disappointing develepment,
but it is a situation vhich we mus$ confors to, or risk not being able to send
anything €0 Washington.

You will We interested o learn that, at leng last, the Army component
of the Adv, Ec¢h. has arrived, and I expect that by sarly Desember the WDC Ady.
Zeh. plan may de in sctual eperatien. .

In ay last report, I referred to a lot of Japanese Haval Decuments
vhieh we had recelved from the Bombing Survey and wers processing. This material
is now aboard the USS ANCON, and the ship is expected to depart on 1 Decesber.

I am enclosing herewith an inventory of the documents and i¢ will de apparent
that they include eonsideradle material of interest. The Bomding .Survey has
taken delivery ef the materisl for purposes of forwvarding 1t %o WDC and the
Survey bas expressly agreed mot to turn it over to any other activity. Nowever,
it is well known that the Survey is much interested in the material and proposes
to process it on the way over and after its arrival ia Washington, hence I feel
that interested (MO activities mould De well advised to remind the Survey %o

turn over the documents to WDC as socon as possidle 30 that Navy needs may de

met. This 1s still by far the most interesting ¥aval material yet uncovered,

and I fesl that this may be all that will be avalladle for some time to come.

When I took delivery of it from the Japanese Navy, it was pars of a
special -¢trainload of some seven cars of documents. I returned five carloads
of personnel records to the Japaness in view of their apparent lack of worth to
us and sheir obrvious value tc the Japanese for dsmobilisation and pension
purposes. I was hoping that this would keep them happy, but not long before
the documents in cur possession wers to bs shipped, we received an urgent request
that they be returned, We were all much opposed to such metion, dut the Japanese
Lisalson Office in GHQ was inclined to be sympathetic in the matter of this ’
request in order %o iamsure continued coovperation with respect to interrogations
of Japanese Navy personnel, etc. Admiral Oftsie of the Survey made strong
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representations to Genersl Willowghby, and afy¥er some discussion the shipment
was alloved to leave Japan., Nowever, I peracnally feel that 1f it had mot
Yeen for the strong position which the Survey occupies in this Sheater, 1%
might have been mecessary to resort to perhaps the Joint Chlefs of Staff %o
arrange for the documents to De forwarded to Washingten. 4s yeu can imagine,
4% was very interssting to watch how this matter progressed,

follows:

1'

In general, 1 fsel the situstion may de summariszed somevhat as

To date, there has been a negiigible inceme of decumenids through
the intelligence channel; language detachments with some of the
tactical units are seiring and securing document targets and giving
notice of such actions - others are 4oing noshing.

Many docusments are being picked up by the technical teams, most of
vhom do not glve us any notification of same; some of these documents
may, in the future, find their way to us; others will ne doudd de
forwarded directly %o wvarious Washington activities.

The dulk of the ATIB organization is still in the precess of being
settled here in their new quarters; a few have been sent cut to
reinforce the langusge detachments with tactical units, and this
is supposed to be considerably accelerated in the near future.

NavTechlap interest continues $0 he centered around purely Sechnical
matters, and there is a wide variety of documentary material in which
they bave ne apparent interest. We are assursd, howsver, that the
documents they do hold will be banded over %o WDC Adv. Ech. when

they have served their purnoss.

Now that the Army personnsel have arrived, the Naval persennel who
have been engaged primary in the exploiiation of purely amaval targeids
will be used in the implementation of the WDE Adv. Ech. Plan; this
invelves their assignment to the variocus army tactical unit language
detachments vhere they will work on all kinds of targets without
regard to any spedial servics interest.

Theater requirements must now be considered as involving not only
considerations of security and control, but alse research.

In view of the nscessity of sending all documents to Tokyoe and helding
them avallable for two wesks s0 that the various activities may

select material for theater research activity, the flow of decuments
to Vazhington will be very consideradly slowed down.

A wide wariety of conditions may de said to apply as regards the
various document targets. Yor example, some are well secured and ase
1ikely to rexain sc until ATIS and VDG teams gok %o them; seme are
net secured by occupation force persennel but are being losked arftef
by the Japaness mutherities, who are charged with the responsibility
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of sesing that nothing happens to the material; I feel that under
this system some loss of documents is insvitadle, but it is probably

& reasonable minimum. Some targets have been made availadle to
souvenier hunters, with resultant total loss of valuable materiale -
Kure and Yokesuka Naval Bases are sexamples of this policy.

As mentioned adove, I am now making our personnel available fer the
¥DC Adv. Ech., plan, s#o exploitation of purely msval targets will de ecarried
out in accordance with that plan. Ia the meantime, we have coversd Yokosuka,
Naisuru, Naval Air Techmical Arsenal, Kure, Shipring Ministry and in additien,
have surveyed the principal targets inm the Tokyo area preperatory to exploitation
once official permission to enter the premises has been granted by GHO.

Last week wve vwere adle to got a small amount of material on the way
from Xure, by APO facilities, Dut in view of the new policy oa clearing materisl,
which I have dealt with above, I am afraid that it may bYe soms time before large
document shipments for WDC may be expected. As a matter fact, I weuld not de
surprised if I were taken to task for the materials we bave besn so presumptious
to forvard before we were expressly told not to ship asything without special
theater clearance. I am surs, hovever, that you will also receive some documants
which have been forwarded directly YWy various intelligence activities without
going through chanmels, bus in so doing, these 1nt¢11130nco activities have
acted contrary to theater regulations.

In general, things sre going smeothly and hermoniously; I have
arranged to maintain close, continuous laison with other Naval activities and
have received much help and enconragancnt. particularly tron the Waval Liaison
Office. .

1 will Be writing you again in the near future, ia the meantime,
I an

Respectfully yours,

Leo Relerstad,
Lt. Comdr., USER,
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